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		Find and Fix PDF Files That Lack Searchable Text
	

	
		Archiving paper documents as PDF files is a great way to save shelf space and preserve essential records.

However, more than simply scanning the documents is required. It would be best if you also used Optical Character Recognition (OCR) to process the scans. Once OCR has processed a PDF scan, the file contains an invisible text version in addition to the scanned image of the document. macOS Spotlight can now index the content, and you can use HoudahSpot to search your document archive.

But what if some of your PDF files lack OCR text?

 Continue reading Find and Fix PDF Files That Lack Searchable Text
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		Find PDF Files That Need OCR Processing
	

	
		There is an updated version of this post.

Scanning paper documents to PDF files lets you archive important (and not so important) documents without filling up cabinets.

Optical Character Recognition (OCR) makes these scanned documents much more useful than their paper originals. Once a scan has been processed by OCR, the PDF file contains both an image of the document and an invisible text version. The text can then be searched using HoudahSpot.

Unfortunately, you will find that not all of your PDF files have text content. You may have forgotten to run them through OCR. Or you may have received the scanned document from someone else.

How can you find these files and rectify this?

With a little trick, HoudahSpot can find PDF files that lack text content. It is safe to assume that any text contains either a space or a period. Thus, we will be looking for any PDF file that contains neither space or period.

This translates to the following search:

Find PDF files that lack OCR text. The first search field contains a “space” character
 Continue reading Find PDF Files That Need OCR Processing

Share this:
	Twitter
	Facebook
	LinkedIn
	Pocket
	




	


	
	
		Posted on February 8, 2018December 23, 2023Author houdahCategories HoudahSpotTags OCR, PDF, PDFPen, Template, Tips & Tricks			



		
	


	


	
		
									
				Proudly powered by WordPress			
		

	





	
				






